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Lake Tahoe Sunset on 01/18/15. 

 

Photo Credit: Sierra Bum/Flickr 

CSWC Operational Period Summary 

1800 January 19 2015 to 0600 January 20 2015 

Note: Report changes/updates are in blue 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

 

Significant Events – National 

 

Obama to Focus on Middle Class in State of Union Address 

(Reuters) President Barack Obama will challenge the Republican-led Congress to back his tax-raising ideas for 

helping middle-class Americans in a State of the Union speech tonight at 9 p.m. that will set up a tough debate and 

may impact the 2016 campaign to replace him. The speech will be his best opportunity of the year to command the 

attention of millions of Americans watching on television. President Obama will push a plan to increase taxes by $320 

billion over 10 years on the wealthy by closing tax loopholes and imposing a fee on big financial firms. The money 

would be used to pay for an increase in benefits for the middle class.  

 

Jury Selection to Start in Colorado Cinema Massacre Trial  

(Reuters) The first of some 9,000 potential jurors will report to court in Colorado on Tuesday as selection begins for 

the trial of James Holmes, the former neuroscience graduate student who killed 12 people in July 2012 at a midnight 

screening of a Batman movie. Holmes, 27, has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity to 166 charges of murder, 

attempted murder and explosives offenses. Jury selection may take up to four months as Arapahoe County District 

Court Judge Carlos Samour seeks to narrow the large field to a panel of 12 jurors and 12 alternates.  

 

Officials: 1 Dead, 1 Injured in Overpass Collapse in Ohio  

(AP) A construction worker was killed and a tractor-trailer driver injured when an interstate overpass undergoing 

demolition collapsed in Cincinnati, fire and emergency medical officials said. The Cincinnati Fire Department said the 

collapse onto southbound Interstate 75 happened near Hopple Street north of downtown at about 10:30 p.m. Monday. 

Police Chief Jeff Blackwell called it a workplace accident, saying crews were taking down the old bridge when 

something went "terribly wrong.“ Blackwell said the city will work with the Department of Transportation to figure out 

what happened.  
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

 

Significant Events – International 

 

Isis Threatens to Kill 2 Japanese Hostages Unless Tokyo Pays $200 Million 

(CNN) The militant group ISIS has threatened to kill two Japanese hostages unless Tokyo hands over $200 million 

within 72 hours. In a video posted online Tuesday, a masked man clad in black and holding a knife stands over two 

kneeling men in orange jumpsuits against the backdrop of a barren landscape. The masked man links the threat 

against the two men's lives to Japan's support for the U.S.-led coalition that's fighting ISIS in Iraq and Syria. Japanese 

Prime Minister Abe, who is reorganizing his visit in the Middle East to deal with the hostage crisis, said he had 

ordered Japanese officials to do the utmost to try to save the two men.  

 

Canadian Soldiers Clash with ISIL in Iraq  

(Al Jazeera America) Canadian special forces have clashed with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant group by 

exchanging gunfire in Iraq in recent days, in the first confirmed ground battle between Western troops and ISIL, a 

senior officer has said. The Canadians came under mortar and machine gun fire while training Iraqi troops near front 

lines and shot back in what Canadian special forces commander Brigadier General Michael Rouleau described as 

self-defense, killing the ISIL fighters. A US-led international coalition has been carrying out air raids on ISIL fighters in 

Iraq and Syria since last year. Canada is only involved in Iraq operations. 

 

Paris Attacks: Four Face Charges Over Links to Coulibaly 

(BBC News) Four men are to appear before a judge in Paris on suspicion of supporting one of the gunmen behind the 

Islamist attacks in France that killed 17. The men, aged 22 to 28, are expected to be placed under formal 

investigation. They are suspected of having links to Amedy Coulibaly, who murdered four people at a Jewish 

supermarket and is believed to have shot a policewoman. Almost 15,000 extra police and troops have been mobilized 

to boost security across France since the attacks. 
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4.4 Magnitude Earthquake 50 Miles SE of Monterey 

At 0521 hours on 01/20/15, a verified 4.4 magnitude earthquake occurred 50 miles southeast of Monterey. Per Monterey County Warning 

Point, no reports of injuries or damage. Per National Tsunami Warning Center, no tsunami danger for California. Warning Center briefed 

all California Coastal Warning Points. 

 

2nd Round of Winter King Tides 

The second round of this winter's King Tides started yesterday morning and will peak today, lasting through Wednesday.  

 

Impacts 

• Minor coastal flooding along the immediate coast and bay front, impacting low lying roadways and parking lots, coastal trails and water 

front sidewalks.  

• Loss of access to narrow beaches and coves.  

• Strong rip currents at beaches during low tide.  

 

Unknown Radiological Device, San Bernardino County, SPILL 15-0308 

At 1829 hours on 01/16/15, the CSWC received a report from the National Response Center advising of an unknown Pelican Case 

discovered in the desert from an unknown source with radioactive markings on it. The report stated that the case read, “CAUTION X-

RAYS.” San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department responded to the scene and reported the case to the local Army base.  

California Department of Public Health Radiological Branch was briefed and placed in contact with local authorities.  CDPH reported that 

that the case will be picked up today, 01/18/15, and transported to the CDPH storage for Radioactive material or to Fort Irwin. The case is 

very far in the desert and not accessible by car, only helicopter. The case is considered low risk by CDPH, DOD, and the Army. Update 

01/18/15: The pelican case  was labeled “Caution X-Ray” not “Caution Radioactive Materials” therefore the case does not contain 

radioactive material. The device was secured at Edwards AFB late Saturday, 01/17/15. The case will be opened today, 01/20/15, to 

determine the device name, manufacturer and model number. 

 

Weather of Concern 

• No significant Weather Watches or Warnings are in effect. 

 

Active Weather Warnings, Watches and Advisories by County: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/brief/wwa_bc_cal.php 

 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

• SOC / Inland REOC remains activated in support of 2014 Drought 

 

 

SITUATION SUMMARY 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/brief/wwa_bc_cal.php
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SITUATION SUMMARY 
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WEATHER 

WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND CENTRAL COASTAL AREAS: 

  

Eureka Weather: 

High pressure over the region will maintain dry weather conditions through the weekend. 

  

Medford Weather: 

Many inland west side valleys will have fog and low clouds this morning and tonight. Mid-level temperatures will warm quite a bit 

Wednesday, but inversions will keep valleys cooler than surrounding mountains. The upper ridge weakens and moves inland 

Wednesday night and Thursday which opens the door to a weak Pacific system. The vast majority of the energy and moisture 

comes ashore well to the north, but there is a probability of precipitation along the coast and waters Thursday into Friday. This will 

only be a temporary blip between ridges, however, with a very strong ridge developing in the region over the weekend. 

  

Reno Weather: 

High pressure will build over the Eastern Pacific this week expanding over the West Coast by next weekend. Two weak cool fronts 

will lower valley temperatures the next couple days aiding in the development of valley inversions by midweek. Dry conditions may 

persist through late in the month as high pressure remains near the West Coast. 

  

San Francisco Weather: 

High pressure in the forecast area will be in place at least through next week. Seasonable temperatures through midweek will 

trend warmer with record warmth possible over the weekend. 
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WEATHER 

WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 

  

Sacramento Weather: 

Dry weather with areas of night and morning fog expected this week. Temperatures will rise to well above normal after midweek. 

  

Hanford Weather: 

The San Joaquin Valley will see a continuation of cool weather under mostly cloudy skies along with night and morning fog. 

Conditions outside of the valley will see partly cloudy skies with above normal temperatures. 

  

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA:    

  

Los Angeles Weather: 

Temperatures will remain mild through midweek with increasing onshore flow and low cloud coverage. Temperatures will then 

begin an upward swing Thursday into the weekend with gusty offshore winds and clear skies. 

  

Extreme Southwestern California Including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino 

Counties: 

A shallow marine layer will bring areas of dense fog this morning and cooler weather today and Wednesday. A weak trough of low 

pressure will deepen the marine layer tonight into Wednesday extending low clouds and fog farther inland. Offshore flow will 

develop late Wednesday and sweep out the low clouds. The offshore flow will continue as high pressure aloft develops through 

the weekend for clear and warm weather. 

  

Southeast California Weather:  

The forecast area will have mild temperatures once again today along with increasing high clouds ahead of an approachable 

weather disturbance. This feature will move through the Desert Southwest late tonight into Thursday and bring some temporary 

cooling. Breezy to windy conditions can be expected Wednesday and Thursday over Southeast California. A ridge of high 

pressure builds in over the weekend for a significant warming trend. 
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STATE WEATHER MAP 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 Preparedness Levels 

 

National Preparedness Level 1 

  

Northern California 

Preparedness Level 1,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 1 

  

Southern California 

Preparedness Level 2,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

 

California Fire Potential & Weather Maps 

 

Southern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8 

 

Northern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10 

 

California Fire Weather Map Watches and Warnings 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php 

 

NWS California River Forecast Center: 

http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/  

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
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Magnitude 6.0 Earthquake, American Canyon, Napa County  

 

• Cal OES and FEMA announced that the Major Disaster declaration for the South Napa earthquake will also include the Individuals 

and Households Program under the Stafford Act. This amendment makes assistance available to help homeowners and renters 

recover from the earthquake. 

• As a result of President Obama’s major disaster declaration, the U.S. Small Business Administration declared Napa and Solano 

counties, making residents and business owners eligible to apply for low-interested physical loss disaster loans. This declaration also 

made available low-interest Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) for businesses to apply in the primary counties of Napa and 

Solano, as well as the contiguous counties of Contra Costa, Lake, Sacramento, Sonoma, and Yolo. 

 

Recovery Activities 

 

Public Assistance  

• RPA: 63 RPAs were received and 14 have withdrawn for a total of 49 FEMA approved open applications.  

• Kickoff Meeting:  56 Kickoff Meetings have been completed leaving 1 remaining to be scheduled once through FEMA’s review 

queue.  It is currently anticipated all kickoff meetings will be complete by 1/7/2015.  

• PW:  215 PWs are anticipated to be written as a result of the Napa Earthquake.  Currently, 75 PWs are in draft, 63 PWs  are 

entered into the federal database system, 51 of which have been obligated. 

• Exit Briefing:  11 applicants have had Exit briefings conducted. 

 

Individual Assistance 

• The FEMA and State VAL continue to work with nonprofit organizations in Napa County regarding Long Term Recovery efforts. 

The Napa Earthquake Recovery Group, aka, eNERGy will be holding a general meeting.  

• Cal OES IA Voluntary Agency Liaison (VAL) continues NGO coordination in Solano County. The Vallejo Earthquake Recovery 

Group (VERG), a long term recovery group, has formed and has established by-laws and elected an Executive Board. United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) will provide case management training to local organizations in Napa and Solano 

counties. 

• The registration deadline for individuals and businesses to request FEMA and SBA assistance closed on Monday, 12/29/14. 

• Assistance Centers –  The Local Assistance Center (LAC) in Napa transitioned to an SBA DLOC on Tuesday 12/30/14.  The 

smaller operation maintains a presence by SBA staff.  Hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.     

RECOVERY ACTIVITIES 
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2014 Statewide December Winter Storms 

On 12/22/14, Governor Brown declared a State of Emergency in Marin, Mendocino, San Mateo, and Ventura Counties as a result of the 

statewide storms impacting California.  At this time, Cal OES Regions and Recovery continue to work closely with all impacted 

operational areas to assess the impacts, losses, and costs of the December Winter Storm.  

 

Recovery Activities 

 

Public Assistance 

• IDE field validations have been completed in Tehama, Marin, Sonoma, Lake, and San Mateo Counties. 

 

Individual Assistance 

• On 1/2/15, SBA declared the primary county of San Mateo and the contiguous counties of Alameda, San Francisco, Santa Clara, 

and Santa Cruz a disaster area.  

• On 01/07/15, the San Mateo County South San Francisco Local Assistance Center (LAC) located at 329 Miller Avenue, SSF, 

transitioned to an SBA DLOC and will remain open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  The DLOC closed on 01/15/15, at 6 p.m. 

• On 1/16/15, a DLOC will operate at the Fair Oaks Community Center located at 2600 Middlefield Road in Redwood City.  The DLOC 

will operate from 2pm-7pm on Friday only and will provide outreach to residents of the Harbor Trailer Park.  

• On 01/07/15, SBA declared the primary county of Tehama and the contiguous counties of Butte, Glenn, Mendocino, Plumas, Shasta, 

and Trinity a disaster area.  

• On 01/06/15, Tehama County opened a LAC at the Red Bluff Community Center at 1500 South Jackson Street, Red Bluff. LAC 

operations are 01/06/15, through 01/08/15, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  On 01/09/15, the LAC will transition to an SBA DLOC and will 

remain open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The DLOC will close on 01/16/15 at noon. 

RECOVERY ACTIVITIES 
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CAL OES 2014 DROUGHT 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

• The SOC, Inland, Coastal, and Southern REOCs and the Santa Barbara County EOC are activated in support of the Drought 

State of Emergency and continue to monitor the situation. 

• The Governor issued an Executive Order on 09/19/14, to streamline relief efforts for families with drinking water shortages 

due to drought. Specifically, through the California Disaster Assistance Act, to provide temporary water supplies to 

households without water for drinking and/or sanitation purposes. 

• CDAA 2014 Drought Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions provided to Regions for reference and distribution. 

• Cal OES Recovery continues to coordinate a biweekly state interagency conference call regarding drought community 

impacts. 
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Mission:     

We protect lives and property, build capabilities, and support our communities for a 

resilient California. 

  

We achieve our mission by serving the public through effective collaboration in 

preparing for, protecting against, responding to, recovering from, and mitigating the 

impacts of all hazards and threats. 


